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way, other countries do it. And your daughter
would be able to get insurance.

Ms. Astore. President Clinton, we’re coming
to the end of our town hall meeting. We’d like
to give you this opportunity to offer some clos-
ing remarks.

The President. I just want to make two points
after I say thank you to all of you. Thank you
to those of you who asked questions and those
who couldn’t get your questions asked. For
those of you in the other sites, if you had a
question that didn’t get answered, send it to
us, and we’ll answer it. And those of you that
are here, I’ll just gather them up while I’m
here.

I want to make two points if I might. We
can differ about the details of this, but the one
thing we have to decide on as a people is, are
we going to continue to be the only advanced
economy in the entire world that can’t figure
out how to provide health insurance for all of
its people, so that we insure people and pay
for them if they are on welfare but we punish
working people? Or are we going to solve this
problem after talking about it for 60 years now?

The second thing I want to say is this, to
go back to a point I made at the beginning.
This is a complicated issue. I’ve tried to shoot

straight with you and tell you what the problems
are with it. I respect people who have dif-
ferences of opinion with me on exactly how
we should do it.

But what I want to ask you to do is to try
to communicate to your Members of Congress,
without regard to party, that Republicans and
independents and Democrats all get sick, all
have kids, all have parents, all have hopes, all
have fears, and that it’s okay for us to disagree
about this in terms of the details, but it is not
okay to let another year go by and not deal
with it.

And what I ask you to do is not so much
to say, ‘‘Bill Clinton’s right about everything,’’
but to say, ‘‘This is a serious problem; we have
to deal with it. Please act now.’’ We will not
know any more about this next year than we
do this year. It’s just going to be like an ingrown
toenail. It will get worse, not better, if we don’t
move. So that is what I plead with you to do.
Ask your Members of Congress to act now and
to work in the spirit of humanity, bipartisanship,
and common sense, and let’s get this done.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The town meeting began at 7 p.m. at the
KSTP–TV studio.

The President’s Radio Address
April 9, 1994

Good morning. This past week, I traveled
across our country because I wanted the Amer-
ican people to hear directly from me about the
progress we’re making on their behalf and what
we still have to do. Last month, our Nation
gained 456,000 new jobs, the largest jump in
6 years. That brings the total number of private
sector jobs created in this economy during our
recovery to 2.3 million. That’s twice as many
new jobs in the past 14 months than we saw
in the previous 4 years. I’m determined to keep
building on that strength. Our job is to fix the
economy and to give our people tools, like
world-class education and health care security,
so that they can compete and we can strengthen
the great American middle class as we move
toward the 21st century.

In my travels this week, people made it clear
to me they expect us here in Washington to
take care of one job immediately: to confront
the crime and violence that are tearing our com-
munities apart. None of our efforts to tackle
other problems will work if we fail to address
the overwhelming force of crime. It is reducing
the sense of freedom the American people have.

If we can’t stop people from hurting one an-
other, we can never reduce the burden on our
health care system and the fact that we have
too much crime, too much violence, and too
many people showing up in our emergency
rooms. If we can’t make our classrooms safe,
we can’t teach our children. If we don’t replace
drug money with good jobs and a steady pay-
check, our people will never lose their fear and
gain hope.
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I’m convinced the American people want a
crime policy that works without gimmicks and
they want our leaders to make it possible for
them to take back their streets, their homes,
their schools, and their lives. That’s why this
week I ordered Attorney General Janet Reno
and the Housing and Urban Development Sec-
retary, Henry Cisneros, to promptly develop a
policy allowing police to sweep public housing
so that criminals cannot find shelter in the
places they terrorize.

I took this action just hours after a Federal
district judge in Chicago declared the Chicago
Housing Authority’s search policy a violation of
the fourth amendment to the Constitution. We
have to take some action to permit appropriate
law enforcement work to go on in these projects.
I have been in the Chicago housing projects,
and I know the difference between those that
have been swept free of illegal weapons and
criminals and those which have not. Just last
weekend, 13 people died violently in Chicago,
3 of them in the Robert Taylor Public Housing
Project.

All Americans, rich and poor alike, deserve
leaders they can rely on to protect their safety.
Congress will have a chance to provide that
kind of leadership when it comes back into ses-
sion this Tuesday. The crime bill will be item
number one on its agenda. Next week, police
officers, mayors, and other community leaders
all across our America will come here to Wash-
ington to join me at the White House to urge
Congress to pass the crime bill. For 6 long
years, we’ve waited for a comprehensive crime
law. We shouldn’t have to wait any longer.

The crime bill I have proposed to the Con-
gress is both tough and smart. Right now, a
small number of dangerous criminals commit
a large proportion of the violent crimes because
our system doesn’t put them away. The crime
bill sends a simple message, ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out’’; commit three violent crimes, and
you go to prison for life. The crime bill will
help States build 33,000 more prison cells, along
with boot camps for first-time offenders. It will
help us to lock the revolving door that swings
too freely on serious criminals and give young
people a chance to avoid a life of crime.

The bill also will help us put another 100,000
police officers on our streets. More police in
community policing settings means not only that
more criminals will be caught, it means that
there will be less crime. When police walk the

streets, know their neighbors, win the respect
of local young people, focus on high crime areas,
and work with parents and business people, they
can actually reduce crime. I have seen it in
city after city after city.

Preventing violence from occurring in the first
place is also an important part of our crime
bill. It encourages young people to stay off the
streets, offering employment opportunities,
afterschool activities, and good role models who
teach strong values. These boot camps and other
similar operations will give us a chance to send
first-time offenders to a disciplinary setting who
might otherwise go free. But they’ll also give
these young people a second chance to avoid
a lifetime of trouble, a chance to learn new
discipline and how to behave responsibly.

We’re doing more to make the schools safe
and to get hard-core drug users into the treat-
ment they need. But telling our kids to say
no to drugs is only half the battle. If we want
children to grow up to become law-abiding
members of society, we have to help them find
a place in tomorrow’s economy to give them
something to say yes to.

You and I both know Government can’t do
this job alone, nor should it. The most law-
abiding societies are not those with the most
jails. They’re the ones with good jobs, strong
families, and strong communities, where the
rights of the community are respected, with
strong values about helping, not hurting, one’s
neighbors. Let’s face it: In a lot of places in
this country, crime, drugs, and violence now fill
the spaces where work and family and commu-
nity used to be. So the job of all Americans
is urgent. That’s why I’m calling on everyone
in Washington to put their partisanship aside.
The American people don’t want politics or gim-
micks; they want us to do something that will
work. Well, this crime bill will work. Next week,
it’s time for Congress to be tough and smart
by passing the crime bill when it comes back
into session. I hope you’ll do your part by asking
your Congressmen and Senators to see that the
crime bill becomes law.

Finally, let me say just a brief word about
a very tragic situation in the African nation of
Rwanda. I’m deeply concerned about the con-
tinuing violence following the assassination of
the President, the Prime Minister, and other
officials as well as some of our United Nations
peacekeepers. There are about 250 Americans
there. I’m very concerned about their safety,
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and I want you to know that we’re doing all
we can to ensure their safety. I ask you to
join together this morning in praying for their
safety and for a return to peace in Rwanda.

Thanks for your help, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on Bosnia and an Exchange With Reporters
April 10, 1994

The President. Today, while negotiations were
being held on a cease-fire in Bosnia, the Serbs
launched a new attack on Gorazde. These at-
tacks have resulted in heavy casualties and have
put United Nations personnel there at risk.

UNPROFOR Commander General Rose re-
quested and received authorization from U.N.
civilian authorities to receive NATO close air
support. Under existing authority and policy,
NATO forces promptly responded. U.S. F–16
aircraft under NATO command attacked at least
one target identified by UNPROFOR. French
aircraft under NATO are now conducting a
damage assessment.

We have said we would act if we were re-
quested to do so. We have now done so, and
we will do so again if we are requested. The
Serbs should cease their attacks on Gorazde and
should pull back. The talks on cessation of hos-
tilities in Bosnia should resume. We were at
quite an important point in these discussions
when these attacks interrupted the progress of
the discussions. And I very much hope that now
the attacks will cease, that the Serbs will pull
back, that the talks will resume on cessation
of hostilities. I have a great deal of confidence
in General Rose’s determination. We strongly
supported his decision, and I applaud the rapid
response of the U.N. civilian authorities.

Bosnia
Q. What about Serb retaliation, sir?
The President. Well, I have no reason to be-

lieve there will be any. We were retaliating.
We—the United Nations made it absolutely
clear that there were U.N. personnel in
Gorazde, that an attack on the town would be
interpreted as a clear violation of the rules. And
it happened anyway. General Rose asked for
the air support, and civilian authorities approved
it in a prompt fashion, and then we supported
it.

Q. After the bombing raid, we had reports
that there were antiaircraft missiles fired into
the suburbs. Do you know——

The President. I can’t—excuse me?
Q. ——at the houses.
The President. I can’t confirm that at this

time.
Q. Mr. President, did you know about the

bombing raid before it took place?
The President. We knew that General Rose

had asked for it before it took place, yes. With
only—it all happened in fairly rapid succession.
There was not a long time delay now between
when he asked for the support from the civilian
authorities and when they gave it. But we’ve
been keeping on top of this, you know. On
2 successive days, Thursday and Friday, I talked
with the Secretary of State, Secretary of De-
fense, and National Security Adviser about this.
I was kept informed yesterday, and then we
talked again this morning. It became clear to
me that General Rose would probably ask. And
when he asked, I was told, and we were told
as soon as Mr. Akashi approved it.

Rwanda
Q. So what do you think is going to happen

next, sir? Do you think this is the end of it,
or are you fearful that NATO will have to strike
again?

The President. I don’t know. I think we have
to be firm. We have seen in the past that when
we have been firm in support of the United
Nations mission, that it has tended to further
negotiations. That’s all we’re trying to do, is
to further negotiations.

Let me make one other comment, if I might.
As you all know, we’ve been very concerned
about the safety of Americans in Rwanda. As
far as we know now, the last of the convoys
containing all Americans who wish to leave has
either passed into Burundi or is about to pass
into Burundi.
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